This publication is the long awaited work by the late R. B. Manning and the historian R. S. Vasile. The former left the manuscript unfinished at the time of his death (Jan. 18, 2000) , and it fell upon his Smithsonian colleague R. Lemaitre to team with Vasile to complete the copious notes and files left by Manning. William Stimpson (1832 -1872 was the chief naturalist aboard the North Pacific Exploring Expedition. He was the first curator of crustaceans at the Smithsonian Institution and one of America's greatest invertebrate zoologists. This publication is of utmost historical and biological importance for it brings into print for the first time William Stimpson's original hand-written notes from that famous expedition so rich in natural history observations. An introduction to the history and scientific significance of the expedition is included, together with an annotated list of Crustacea, and lists of ships and names of people mentioned in the journal. Color illustrations are presented of several decapods from the North Pacific Exploring Expedition found among Stimpson's original notes preserved in the Smithsonian archives. Stimpson's landmark work was his Prodromous, an 8-part series published in Latin from 1857-1860; the sections that deal with Crustacea are reproduced for the benefit of modern workers. Stimpson's original description of the gall crab Hapalocarcinus marsupialis is also presented. 
